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IMPROVING THE PRorEssION. 


The question of improving the profession has been 
very widely considered during the past three years, 
and a very palpable advance has heen made in de- 
termining the methods to be adopted. It is unani- 
mously granted that room for improvement exists. 
and that the method of improvement must consist 
in increasing the quality of the individuals who 
enter the body corporate. We are almost as unani- 
mous in asserting that this can only be done by 
requiring from future members a higher standard of 
technical training and a higher standard of general 
knowledge. ‘The Council has approved a recom. 
mendation from its Educational Committee advising 
the adoption of a matriculation test similar to that 
= by the General Medical Council to students 
of medicine. A formal motion enforcing this, will 
come before the Council at the July quarterly meet- 
ing, and will no doubt be carried. The improved 
matriculation test cannot of course be at once en- 
forced. Those students who have already entered 
at any of the schools will only comply with existing 
regulations, but a date will be fixed after which no 
one lacking the elements of a liberal education will 
be admitted to any of the professional examinations. 
The new men who then enter our ranks will possess 
4 mental training rendering them more able to 
thoroughly grasp the scientific details necessary to 
make a sound veterinarian. So far we all agreed. 
Teachers, practitioners and students are at one as to 
the necessity of a higher general education. Where- 
ever the subject has been discussed the action of the 
Council has been approved, and it now only remains 
to fix the date of the change and to arrange the 
business details for carrying it out. 

The second improvement is the natural corollary 
ofthe first. We require not only men possessing 
general cultivation, but members properly trained in 
the special technical knowledge of the calling. To 
meet this the Council has approved the principle of a 
four years course, which will afford more time fer 
study, and permit the examiners to demand a higher 
standard of proficiency. There is evidence that 

the average student is unable to assimilate the 
material now provided for him by the schools in 
the existing three-years-course. No fault is found 
with the Schools—they provide all that, and more 
n, 18 required by the Examiners, but only a few 
of the ablest and most industrious students are able 

0 digest the mass of information offered them. 
the Council propose to exact four examinations 
stead of three, but not to introduce any greater 
umber of subjects than are taught. Some of the 
‘ubjects will be divided and greater attention given 

them. Probably one or two subjects may be re- 
noved from the curriculum in favour of others of 


greater practical utility, but it is quite understood 
that the additional time and examination will not 
nullify themselves by any increase in the number of 
subjects to be learned. 

The only difficulty in this attempt to make the 
veterinary graduate more fit for his work and more 
valuable to the public, will be felt by the teaching 
schools. We have every reason to believe that the 
schools will nut disapprove the change intended by 
the Council and approved by the profession. Some 
of the schools we know are strongly in favour of the 
change. in fact to the principal of one of them be- 
longs the credit of having first made the suggestion. 
It is however only generous, only fair, to acknow- 
ledge that the increased curriculum will be more 
trouble to the schools than to any other bodies con- 
cerned. In adopting the improved course the pro- 
fession and the Council must act with the schools, so 
that the teaching and examining of students shall 
run as harmoniously as possible. The Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons is at present only a licensing 
body. It does not teach, and could not do so with- 
out a further Charter from the Privy Council. The 
schools are only teaching bodies, and have no power 
to give a license for practice. One is complementary 
to the other, and hoth are bound to work harmon- 
iously in preserving an arrangement which is cer- 
tainly superior to that possessed by any other pro- 
fession. Freedom of teaching, no rivalry in examining, 
and only one licensing body are conditions which 
should ensure good practitioners and be a guarantee 
to the public that our diploma is their protection. 
Nothing can prevent our progress unless the schools 
adopt a selfish obstruction or the Council attempt a 
tyrannous imposition. No sign of either mischief is 
apparent, and we do not believe that either is anti- 
cipated, 
Tue Summer Vacation. 

The friends of pupilage should see to it that all 
students whom they may be able to influence should 
take advantage of the summer vacation and see prac- 
tice with a desirable member of the profession. 
‘he training obtainable with a practitioner should 
be looked upon as an essential part of the student's 
career. Our teachers all advise it, and practitioners 
areconstantly pointing out the evils resulting from its 
neglect. Practical experience ofthe every day work 
of agood veterinary surgeon is altogether beneficial, 
but the value of this voluntary training Is no proof of 
tke value of compulsory pupilage. It is no use in- 
sisting upon compulsory pupilage unless the govern- 
ing body has the power to see that such pupilage is 
really spent under conditions beneficial to the pupil. 
When some one can show how this power Is tu he 
exercised we can safely adopt compulsion—but not 


til] then. 
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B asseverates that it cribbed on Wednesday, must 
CASES AND ARTICLES one of them be guilty of perjury? Suppose some 
nen preliminary playing with the manger is always 
noticeable before cribbing. is that * play” to be 
“« WIND-SUCKING” AND “CRIBBING.” considered as part of the vice of cribbing? If soa 


The extract on this subject which appeared in 
The Record last week was most interesting, but it 
does not exhaust the subject. Messrs. Goubaux and 
Barrier say “‘ horses with crib swallow air.” Now is 
this really correct? Is “cribbing” only a form of 
“ wind-sucking” or are the two habits separate and 
distinct but often seen in conjunction. 

We certainly see wind-suckers which do not crib, 
and I think I have seen horses crib which did not 
swallow air. Many cribbers continue the habit 
through life and yet never show any signs of dis- 
tension with air. A horse may wind-suck without 
touching the manger or anything else with his 
teeth, and he may go on doing so for years. 

The exact similarity or relation between “ crib- 
bing ” and “ wind-sucking” is worth settling, for if 
cribbing is not accompanied by swallowing of air it 
does ne harm beyond the irregular wear of the 
teeth. Wiud-sucking is always injurious, and if a 
horse, that has once acquired the habit, be left idle 
a few days he is sure to suffer badly. It is a 
decided unsoundness and may render a horse incapa- 
ble of work from its effects. Cribbing is frequently 
accompanied by air-swallowing, ard I think all old 
cribbers learn to suck wind, so that it may be safe to 
include cribbing as a legal unsoundness even if we 
agree that many cases are not harmful to the 
horse. 

Intermittent cribbing is mentioned in your ex- 
tract but I have never seen a case and should like 
to hear more of its existence before quite accepting 
it. Is it curable,and may a cured horse contract the 
habit again? I ask this because I have not met 
with a case that I can be sure was cured. Some 
habits in man are, curable but are again commenced 
and if horses resemble men in this we might doubt 
whether such is not the explanation of intermittent 
cribbing. ‘The origin and duration of cribbing is and 
must always be a difficult matter on which to ex- 
press a safe opinion. Of course it may be easy and 
safe to express an opinion but that is quite another 
matter. It is really remarkable how clever many 
veterinarians are in making statements as to the 
time a habit or vice or unsoundness must have ex- 
isted. Some will tell us exactly how long a spavin, 
cataract, glanderous ulcer, or seedy-toe has existed. 
Perhaps these conditions havesome constant peculiar 
condition about them which I have been unable to 
detect, but ] :egret to say I am often unable to fix 
a time (within some months) at which these con- 
ditions originated. Cribbing must originate some- 
time and somehow, but how can we guess exactly 
at its date or manner ? | 

Does a horse lick a manger eleven times or uinety- 
seven times before it “takes hold” Might a 
clever and precocious equine rest his teeth on a 
manger all at once without any prel iminary licking? 
If A swears a horse did not crib on Monday whilst 


horse that licks the manger is a cribber; if not we 
must drawa line and allow the animal a distinct 
“hold” before we condemn him. If a distinct 
hold is necessary the first time he does it is a sud- 
den start, and cannot well be recognised from the 
established habit unless some wear of teeth be 
visible. Cribbing on a soft rope requires a long time 
to mark the teeth, and thus it seems to me that 
veterinary opinion as to duration of the vice is of 
little weight compared with direct testimony. 

One more question—what is our liability as 
veterinary surgeons fur passing as sound a “ wind 
sucker” that does not crib and whose teeth show 
no wear? I nearly made this mistake a few days 
ago, and perhaps that narrow escape makes me 
more than usually interested in the question. [ 
do not think I should have been liable in damages 
but it is bad enough to be liable to an action-— 
whether you win or lose. 

A, B.C. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Members of the Eastern Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association held their half-yearly meeting at the 
Bell Hotel, Norwich, on Tuesday, April 19th. The pre- 
sident, Wm. Bower Esq., East Rudham, in the chair. 
Present : Messrs. C. C. Clarke, Reepham ; A. E. Dalby, 
Docking; Thomas Auger, Wymondham; J. K. Gooch, 
Holt ; John Hammond, jun., Bale ; C. G. Hunting, Stal- 
ham; E. J. Kitchen, Norwich; J. D. Overed, Blofield ; 
A. H. Santy, Gaywood ; Wm. Shipley, jun., Great Yar- 
mouth; R. 8. Barcham, Hon. Sec. Visitors : Thomas 
Greaves, Esq., Manchester; Wm. Hunting, Esq., Lon- 
don ; W. Harvey, Esq., Lynn; E. Hendle, Esq., East 
Rudham ; Downe ; Rathbone ; Gillard ; J. Barr, Halver- 
gate; and Dr. Rowell. 

The minutes of the Lynn meeting in August were 
taken as read. ' 

Letters regretting their inability to attend were read 
from a number of members of the profession, including. 
Professors Axe, Penberthy, Pritchard, Walley and Wil- 
liams, sen. ; J. F. Simpson, Esq., and others. 


New 


The following were proposed and elected members of 
this Association: Messrs. Leach, Newmarket ; rene 
Case, Fakenham ; F. Case, Swaffham ; proposed by Mr. 
Wm. Bower, seconded by Mr. E. J. Kitchen, Thomas 
Barr, Halvergate ; proposed by Mr. W. Shipley, jun., 
seconded by Mr. C. G. Hunting. Mr. Thos. rg 
Norwich ; proposed by Mr. Kitchen, seconded by Mr. 
Shipley, jun. 

Hon. AssociaTE. 


Mr. W. Hunting, London, was proposed by Mr. Bower 
as an Honorary Associate of this Society. Motion — 
ported by Messrs. E. Dalby and A. H. Santy, and carri 


nem, con. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Proposed by Mr. Bower, and seconded by Mr. A. H. 
Santy, that Mr. F. Low be elected president for the 
ensuing year. Carried nem. con. Messrs. E. J. Kitchen, 
Wm. Bower and Thomas Auger were elected vice-presi- 
dents. 

Mr. R. Barcham proposed, Mr. J. D. Overed seconded, 
and Messrs. Santy and Kitchen supported, that Mr. Wm. 
—_ jun., be elected Hon. Secretary. Carried unani- 
mously, 


PRESIDENT’s ADDRESS. 

GENTLEMEN, 

It is with pleasure I meet you here to-day. The dis- 
tance we live apart from each other aud the general 
motive of our every day calling makes it impossible to 
have these meetings so often as we should do. None of 
us can deny the good resulting from meetings of this 
kind. The interchange of ideas passing from one 
individual to another, not always on subjects introduced 
for discussion, but during a few minutes conversation 
during the day, in my opinion does as much to enlighten 
one and all of us in our turn as do the more lengthy dis- 
cussions on given subjects. It is not my intention to 
give anything you may look upon as an address to-day, 
for as you perceive I have a better man ready and willing 
to read us a paper on a most important subject and one 
which I hope will elicit a good discussion. It is not the 
first time some of you have heard Mr. Hunting, who sia 
very old friend and fellow student of mine, and to whom 
in our student days I was always fond of listening. 

Those who have not heard Mr. Hunting must have 
heard of him since to him are due our thanks for The 
Veterinary Record, a journal that will keep all of us who 
read it in touch with the veterinary work of the day. 

I will just say, gentlemen, that at our meeting in 
August at Lynn, delegates were appointed to attend the 
Hygienic Congress in London. One remark of the few I 
made in my inaugural address I gave that day was “ At 
this Hygienic Congress I hope the veterinary profession 
wil be represented.’”” My hope was realised. You did 
me the honour of making me one of your delegates, and 
as such I attended, and must confess I was surprised and 
gratified at the number of veterinary surgeons who took 
part in that Congress, not only was the number attend- 
ing satisfactory but also the position they took and the 
work they did. 

The section devoted to the diseases of animals and 
their relation to man was essentially a veterinary section. 
A very large share of papers and still larger share of dis- 
cussion being contributed by Foreign and British Veter- 
mary Surgeons. The theory that some specific diseases 
of man originate from the eruptive diseases of the udders 
of cows was again brought forward but only to receive its 
final overthrow at the hands of veterinary surgeons. 

l also said “that the living animal might communi- 
cate diseases to man, and so might flesh and milk. It is 
true that the medical and veterinary sanitarians meet, 
aud both have their proper place in preventing the spread 
of diseases to man.” I mention this as that vast subject 
tuberculosis occupied much attention, and the able paper 
from Prof. M‘Fadyean made it evident that the disease 
i animals received our attention, and that the scienee of 
pathology can only obtain its highest level by the co- 
=e of veterinary and medical observation and re- 

ch, 

Another subject referred to at the Lynn meeting is 
still before us “ The Supplemental Charter” which was 
to restore to all members the right to sit on the Council 
if elected by the profession. You will kindly remember 

tI gave you my views generally upon the same, my 
steatest et being then, as now, the omission of a 
Pupilage clause. The form of the Charter has been 
‘pproved and the petition sent to the Privy Council ; 


opposition has arisen, aud the Charter is delayed. Our 

annual election of new members of Council is at hand and 

we must fill up our voting papers in such a manner as to 

show the opinion of the profession. I should be glad to 
ear any remarks on the subject for or against. 

If the Charter contains any claim detrimental to the 
profession or unfair to others I am sure you will not 
desire to assist it. If the Charter is for our benefit I 
am equally certain you will give it all the support you 
can. 


Tue New 


- A letter was next read from the Secre of the 
Central V.M.A. respecting two resolutions that had 
recently been agreed to at a meeting held on April 5th. 
Ist. In favour of a higher general education. 2nd. In 
favour of a four years course of study. 

Mr. GREAVES in opening the discussion said that he 
was in favour of an increased matriculation but not a 
four years course of study, unless the fourth year was 
devoted to practical instruction. Under present arrange- 
ment it is impossible for the schools to turn out good 
practitioners. 

Mr. Santy firmly believes in pupilage, thinks that a 
very great error was made when this clause was given up, 
agrees entirely with Mr. Greaves with respect to the 
practical knowledge as now taught at the schools. 

Mr. Huntine does not believe that a higher education 
in any way interferes with the working powers of any 
man. He very strongly supported the first resolution. 
Respecting a four years course perhaps it was necessary 
even toget through the present curriculum. Asa matter of 
fact 75 per cent. of students entered the fourth year of 
study, only 25 per cent. getting through at the end of 
three years. Does not consider botany is necessary. 

The Prestpent was in favour of a four years course of 
study with increased practical instruction. No more sub- 
jects, if anything less. 

Mr. Datsy would recommend practical botany being 


taught. 

Mr. KircHen would substitute practical hygiene in 
place of botany. 

Mr. SHIPLEY, jun., would support the four years course 
of study and the resolution. ; 

Mr. Goocu believes in four years course if extra year 
is spent with a practitioner. ‘ 

The resolutions having been put to the meeting, the 
first was carried nem. con. 

The second was agreed to conditionally “ That no extra 
subject be introduced.” 

Tue Comina Exvection or Councir—Tur New 
CHARTER 


Mr. Greaves referring to the dual appointment said 
that he had never known it to work any way but 
smoothly and well, had never known it to injure anyone, 
but in deference to the pronounced wish of the profession 
he voted that it be abolished. As to monoply of Council 
seats by Fellows he had never, believed in it, in fact he 
would vote for the New Charter on every point. 

Mr. Sanry, speaking as a Fellow, said that under the 
existing Charter he had always felt that he had usurped 
the rights of others, and he was quite willing to forego 
those privileges conferred by the Charter of ’76, he did 
not consider any Act of Parliament had any right to re- 
move such privileges from members which this Act had 
vote W. Henrine spoke in favour of abolishing dual ap- 
pointment. The restoration of rights to members to sit on 
the Council if elected. The election of vice-presidents by 
the profession and not by the Council only. Power to 
enforce matriculation which at present is uncertain. He 
did not object to opposition, but let it be an honest 
opposition. The charge of serious damage to the existing 
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etiam or the introduction of men into Council at 
e age of 21 was ridiculous to the extreme. He did not 
dispute that a man could be a good examiner and a good 
councilman too, but so long as the Council Board was 
composed of examiners to the extent of one third it was 
extremely difficult to get a fair hearing on matters relat- 
ing to examinations. Although charged with doing so he 
had never ran a clique, every man he had supported had 
heen nominated not by one individual but represented a 
Society. 

Mr. Greaves next brought before the members the 
action of R.S.P.C. Animals, instancing his remarks that 
their over jealousness was causing them to commit gross 
injustice by two cases, one in which a veterinary surgeon 
had advised that a horse suffering from lymphangitis, 
after nine days rest be put to light work as exercise, was 
seized by the police, veterinary fined £3 and costs, owner 
£2 and costs, this animal walked quite sound, trailed legs 
slightly when trotting, its load consisted of 54 cwt. on a 
cart and had to go } of a mile only. Shall veterinary sur- 
geons opinion be thus stamped under foot by compara- 
tively an ignorant set of men like policemen. 

Mr. J 'D. OveRED spoke strongly against the high 
handed way in which cases were being conducted at the 
present time ; he thinks this case a most scandalous one 
and it ought to be appealed against. 

Mr. Huntine would carry it further than an appeal, 
and sue the Society for damages. 


Mr. Huntine then read his paper “Swelling as it 
Affects the Legs of Horses,” which has already appeared. 
(p. 578.) 


Discussion. 


The PReEsIvENT in opening the discussion thanked Mr. 
Hunting for the very great trouble he had taken to come 
over and introduce a subject of so much interest and use- 
fulness. His own mode of treatment was somewhat opposed 
to that of the Essayist in many. In those which were 
simply an oedematous condition, he did not, like Mr. 
Hunting, go in for a tonic form of treatment, but 
depended on physic, diuretics, dry bandages, and hand 
rubbing. 

J. D, OverEp expressed the very great interest and 

rofit with which he had listened to the remarks of Mr. 

unting. He had frequently met with a soft swelling 
in front of knee which often was very difficult to remove, 
he had found mild blisters, judiciously applied and con- 
tinued together with pressure to have met with fair 
success. 

Mr. GREAVEs referred to some very extensive swellings 
which he met with as sequelee to influenza not only in 
the legs but also in head and other parts of body; had 
found tonic medicine beneficial in these cases. In lym- 
phangitis and also purpura he punctured extensively and 
gave plenty of exercise, as in laminitis exercise was most 
beneficial. For swelling from contracted tendon, not- 
withstanding opposite views, he still maintained that 
the patten shve was the very best form of treatment, in 
fact was essential to enable the horse to work. 

Mr. Santry asked the essayist if he considered there 
was any connection between lymgphangitis and gout. 
Their mode of attack was remarkably similar. In swelling 
in front of knee, whether serous or synovial, he never 
punctured, but applied pressure and the following lini- 
ment with considerable success. 


lod. Potash 1 oz. 

Liq. Amm. Fort 6 drs. 

Soap Liniment 6 ozs. 

Water 4 ozs. 
Mix. 


Mr. Suiriey having referred to lymphangitis, spoke of 
the very great benefit he had seen hens sea bathing, 


especially in sprained tendon cases and also low heels. 
a of mercury he considered a very useful mild 
ister. 

Mr. Huntine in reply stated that although he had in 
his paper tabooed physic in cases of swelling he had no 
doubt but there were cases in which it did a great deal of 
good. In influenza, in laminitis, etc., exercise was 
essential, and which ought to be n as early as pos- 
sible. lIod. potas. ointment and oleate of mercury he 
had found very useful stimulants to remove swelling 
when applied with friction. 

The President having presented the -ecretary with a 
very handsome marble timepiece on behalf of the mem- 
bers, as a souvenir on his retiring from that office, the 
meeting terminated with a most cordial vote of thanks 
to Mr. Hunting, and to Mr. Bower for so ably presiding. 


At six o’clock the President provided dinner, about 
twenty-five accepted the invitation of Mr. Bower. After 
dinner, which was carried out on the same liberal and 
hospitable lines as the previous one at Lynn in August 91, 
Mr. Bower proposed the usual loyal toasts; these havin 
been enthusiastically received, Mr. Hunting sapinend 
the health of their host and chairman, Mr. Bower ; having 
referred to their student days together, and spoken in 
eulogistic terms of his knowledge of Mr. Bower since 
those days, the request of a bumper was responded to 
most cordially and with musical honours. Mr. Bower 
thanked those present for the very hearty manner in 
which they had drunk his health, it was a very great 
pleasure to him to see so many there. 

Several other toasts were drunk, interspersed with 
songs ; about 10.30 this convivial portion of the meeting 
terminated. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The usual quarterly meeting of the above Association 
was held on Friday, the 29th April, at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Leeds. 

Mr. Cook, Scarborough, occupied the chair i» the 
absence of the president, Mr. G. E. Bowman. Amongst 
those present were Messrs. G. E. Carter, Keighley ; «. 
Pickering, York; P. Deighton, Riccall; F. Somers, and 
W. F. Greenhalgh (hon. sec.), Leeds; S. Chambers, 
Kirkheaton ; J. E. Scriven (hon. treasurer), Tadcaster ; 
W. Lodge, Dewsbury ; G. Clarkson, Leeds ; A. W. Briggs, 
Halifax ; J. Thompson, Harrogate; J. Appleyard, Hali- 
fax ; and C. E. Nuthall, 1st (Royal) Dragoons, York. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read from 
Professor Walley, Mr.’ G. E. Bowman, president of the 
Yorks Association, and others. 


VETERINARY EpvucatTIoN. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. H. G. Rogers, 
Secretary of the Central V.MLS., stating that at the last 
meeting of the Society a resolution was carried in favour 
of a higher general veterinary education, and a four years 
course of study. It was asked that the Yorkshire Asso- 
ciation would pass their opinion on the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN was sure the question was one of the 
deepest interest to them all. 

r. A. W. Mason remarked that he was net on the 
Educational Committee of the Council, or the Committee 
of Examiners, but he came iv touch with brother council- 
men who were on those committees and had heard what 
had transpired at those committees. It appeared to be 


the general wish, so far as he could assertain, that a higher 
standard of education should be instituted. In all pro- 
| bability the matriculation examination was the great 
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bugbear. It seemed to be a very see-saw business with 
regard to this examination in the Council. Some mem- 
bers held that the standard at the present moment was 
sufficient, whilst others maintained it was lamentably 
deficient, and not nearly up to the standard of other 


macy, whilst of course it was along way behind the 
sister profession. He thought there could be little doubt 
that in order to insure the advancement of the profession 
the matriculation examination must be of a higher 
standard in the future than had been maintained in the 
past. In all probability it would not be long before they 
had the four years scheme initiated. The only point of | 
difference appears to arise between the members of Coun- 
cil and the principals of the schools. It was a question 
really of expense they argued. Now he (Mr. Mason) did 
not agree with that, because under the present system 
few students got through under four years. Therefore 
he thought the expense argument fell to the ground. If 
a young man was clever and industrious he could get 
through in a shorter time, but the generality of students 
took four years to obtain their diplomas. They would 
be aware of the recent remarks of Mr. Lambert, with 
reference to the gross ignorance of some men who 
came up to pe their examination for the army. He had 
no doubt those gentlemen who had responded to Mr. 
Lambert on the matter, would not have dared to make 
the statements unless they were true. It was strong 
language to refer to the gross negligence and idiotic want 
of practical knowledge these army aspirants showed. 
Now, on the other hand the teachers told them that 
under the present system students had sufficient time. 
It would take some contriving, in case the four years 
scheme came in, to make the examinations fit in, but in all 
probability under the proposed plan there would be four, 
instead of three as at present. The examiners, he 
believed, were paid by the hour, and if the examinations 
were extended it would be a good thing for the exam- 
iners, but no doubt it would be a costly matter for the 
College. He was sure they all wished for the advance- 
ment of the profession, and he thought the only way to 
improve the standard of knowledge was to enforce a 
longer period of study, and take in some branches in the 
— which had not been enforced in the past. (Hear, 
ear, 

Tie CHAIRMAN thought they would all agree they 
ought to have an extended means of study and a more 
stringent matriculation examination. The general educa- 
tion of a veterinary student was lamentably deficient as 
a rule, and if any of them had had communications from 
students and pupils they must have been struck with 
their ignorance in connection with letter writing and 
ordinary composition. 

Mr. Briaes thought three years notice should be given 
of any proposed alteration. 

Mr. Mason :—That is understood. 

Mr. PickERING complained of the unfairness of the 
standard of matriculation examinations as adopted by the 
different colleges. He remembered a case in which a 
Student failing to pass his examination at the London 
College, promptly took his departure to Edinburgh and 
having succeeded in the easier course set there, at once 
entered the London College. The difficulty they had to 
contend with in obtaining a superior course of study, 
was the competition of the schools. If one course was 
easier than another, it was favoured by some. He 
thought the examinations should be uniform, and that 
the period of four years was not at all too long in which 
to pursue their studies. The fee of sixty guineas was 
not in proportion to the charges made in the other pro- 
fessions, 

Mr. Geouce Carter said with regard to the length of 

€ course of study he did not think it would improve 


years system. The practice at the Colleges as he had 
seen it was simply useless. He could assure them all the 
practical work he saw at the London College was of no 
assistance to him in his profession at all. “That was the 
opinion which he believed was expressed by everyone 
who had had the experience. If they wanted to improve 
the practical knowledge of the veterinary student a period 
of pupilage would have to be undergone by the student. 
That would do more good than any Ginateenen course of 
study at the colleges. 

Mr. Lopae agreed with every word Mr, Carter had said 
as to the practical work done at the colleges. He and 
Mr. Carter were fellow students. The students were 
simply idling their time away, doing no good whatever, 
and hoping earnestly for the time to arrive when they 
could get away. 

CLARKSON :—-What period of pupilage would you 
ave 

Mr. Carter:—I think two years. He contended it 
was absolutely necessary that the student should have 
pone knowledge before the diploma was granted to 

im. Theory was all very well, but practice was what 
was required. He had had assistants come to him who 
possessed the diploma of the Royal College, but who 
were certainly anything but qualified to practice the 
veterinary art. 

Mr. Ciarkson asked in which portion of the student’s 
education was it suggested the pupilage should come. 

Mr. Carrer said he would prefer it after the second 
examination, considering it the most favourable period 
for various reasons. He did not think a break of a couple 
of years, would have any tendency to diminish any 
scientific or theoretical knowledge a student might have 
succeeded in imbibing. 

Mr. Ciarkson agreed largely with Mr. Carter, but 
feared that after a couple of years = , a student 
would not retain much recollection of what he had learnt, 
for instance, with regard to such a subject as chemistry. 
At the same time he found that at Edinburgh the stu- 
dents who had had a pupilage were fond of airing their 
own opinions, and it was no uncommon thing for such, 
criticising the treatment of Professor Williams in certain 
cases, to say “ Ah well, I should do so-and-so.” 

A Voice :—That is only natural. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Ciarkson pointed out that the students who had 
been pupils had seen cases treated in a certain way, and 
they scarcely had a receptive mind for the probably im- 
proved course they saw at the colleges. The ideas 
which got into the heads of students’ took a lot of shift- 


ing. 

Mr. Lopae remarked that the parents of youths would 
have to exercise care so that their sons were placed under 
reliable men only. 

Mr. Cxarkson did not see how parents were to judge 
the capabilities of one veterinary surgeon more than 
another. 

Mr. Pickerine thought the pupilage scheme one of 
the most important they had to consider, In some re- 
spects it would not doubt be a good thing if it was 
brought about for veterindry surgeons. He had found 
as a rule that youths coming from college with diplomas 
were of very little practical use until they had had some 
practical experience. Some of the assistants he had 
engaged had never seen a colt castrated, or a calving or 
foaling case, when they came to him. He thought it 
would be an advantage to place youths for a period with 
a qualified man, so that the parents might ascertain if 
their sons had any natural adaptability for the profession. 
In many cases this would not only result in the saving 
of time which might otherwise be thrown away, but also 
of considerable expense. ' 

Mr. GREENHALGH pointed out that the question was, 
were they in favour of supporting the recommendation 


the practical knowledge of the student to institute a four 


of the Central Veterinary Medical Association, with re- 
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gard to obtaining a pely higher scale of veterin 
education. He could not but believe that they were 

in favour of it, but the means by which this was to be 
brought about it was perhaps hardly within their pro- 
vince to decide. They could of course make any sugges- 
tions they thought fit, but in order to bring the matter 
to a point he would propose “ That the Yorkshire Veter- 
inary Medical Association heartily agree with the Central 
Veterinary Medical Association in the representation 
they intend to make to the Royal College, with the view 
of obtaining a higher standard of veterinary education.” 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Mason seconded this, and it was carried unani- 
mously, 

Mr. Briaas was certainly of opinion that the pupil was 
able to learn very much more practical knowledge from a 
sound practitioner than from all the dons of the College. 
He spoke as one who had been there. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Carrer said when he was at college they could 
have got along witha bottle of bicarbonate of potass very 
well without anybody else. (Laughter.) There had been 
too much toadying to the schools in the past, and it 
was time something should be done. The resolution of 
the Central Association was very vague indeed. A higher 
scientific veterinary and general education was a con- 
sumation devoutly to be desired. To carry it out a com- 
pulsory pupilage ought to be established. He thought 
the present examination was sufficiently stringent to in- 
sure young men being good men if they passed the exam- 
ination in a proper manner. He had seen men get 
through whom he was quite sure were not able to answer 
the questions put to them in a manner to qualify them 
for a future practice. They must have been in a manner 
smuggled through the matriculation. He moved “In 
order to insure the objects desired by the Central Veter- 
inary Medical Association it is the opinion of the York- 
shire Association that a compulsory pupilage is necessary, 
and also that the conducting of the matriculation exam- 
ination should be in the hands of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and not in the hands of the heads 
of the various schools, in order to bring about a uniform- 
ity in the subjects of examination.” 

Mr. F. Somers seconded this, and it was carried unani- 
mously. 

A WaRNINa. 


Mr. Somers said he wished to warn the members of 
the profession against a man who was going about send- 
ing veterinary surgeons to make examinations of bogus 
horses. The man’s object was to obtain money. The 

ntlemen in the Bradford and Halifax districts had 

tter keep a look out, as he heard that the man, for 
whose arrest a warrant was out, was now in their 
vicinity. 
Tue Evection ComMirree. 

The Secrerary stated that a special meeting of the 
Election Committee had been held to decide which can- 
didates should be supported at the election of Council. 
At a meeting held on April 5th, Mr. Scriven presiding, 
it was decided on the motion of Mr. Clarkson, seconded 
ty Mr. Somers, to support the Border Counties and 

orth of England Associations in securing by means of 
a joint circular the return of the candidates pledged to 
reform. The Secretary stated that he had acted in 
accordance with the resolution of the committee before 


alluded to. On the motion of Mr. Pickering seconded 
by Mr. Chambers, the action of the couamntitee was 
approved of. 


[NsPECTION or Mxar 

r, FRANK SoMERs read alengthy paper on the “In- 
spection of Meat.” Particulars were given of the various 
examination with veterinary surgeons as inspectors bein 
admired as far preferable to the English system —speci: 


reference was made to the “screw butcher” and the 
“mincing machine ’’—polony, brawn, German sausage, 
and sausages—coming in for special notice. The writer 
agreed that medical men were not fitted by any special 
study or any practical knowledge to favourably compare 
with the veteri:ary surgeon in giving opinions on 
diseased meat. The writer asked, what becomes of all 
the cooked horse flesh that is daily sent to London from 
our knacker yards? Is it possible that the breeding of 
cats has found so much favour in the districts around the 
city that tons of horse flesh are consumed weekly by 
these small creatures, and that it takes all the other large 
towns in England all their time to supply cooked horse- 
flesh enough for this demand. Considering the immense 
quantities of horse-flesh sent to London there could be 
no hesitation in coming to the conclusion that there are 
other and more profitable ways of disposing of the flesh. 
Mr. Somers described the differences in the bones, 
muscular tissue and internal organs &c. of the various 
animals whose flesh was used for human food, and he 
gave lengthy details of the diseases of animals trans- 
missible to man by means of unsound and diseased flesh, 
special reference —_ made to anthrax, pleuro-pneu- 
monia contagiosa, rabies, rinderpest, foot aud mouth 
disease, swine fever, milk fever, diphtheria, actinomycosis, 
parasitic diseases, and tuberculosis. The subject of 
tuberculosis was the subject of special reference, as upon 
the disease the most eminent and scientific authorities 
disagreed as to whether the flesh of tubercular animals 
(even in mild attacks of the disease) was fit or unfit for 
human food. Mr. Somers mentioned the recent cases 
at Brighton and at Birkenhead where the magistrates 
had refused to convict or make an order for the destruc- 
tion of the carcases of tubercular animals whose flesh 
had all the appearances of health, and the animal havin 
been slaughtered when in excellent condition, althoug 
traces of tubercular disease was visible on their lungs and 
pleura. Mr. Somers praised the work on “ Meat Insjec- 
tion’ by Profossor Walley, and considered that it was 
the most excellent work on the subject. The re- 
mainder of Mr. Somers’s paper is too lengthy to give in 
detail. 
Discussion. 

Mr. Briaes said for a period of some weeks he in- 
spected the public abattoir of Halifax, and his experience 
led him to believe it would take a very clever veterinary 
surgeon to be a match for the butchers. On one occasion 
he went to the place as early as five o’clock and on another 
he saw a number of tubercular animals in the fasting 
shed. He went away and on coming back in twenty 
minutes there was neither caicase or animal and he 
could do nothing. (Laughter). There was no doubt the 
inspection of meat ought to be placed in the hands of 
veterinary surgeons, but whilst the men who composed 
the committee having cliarge of these matters were in 
power, the veterinary surgeon stood but little chance. 
A short while ago the Halifax Corporation advertised for 
a meat inspector at £120 a year and amongst the appli- 
cants was a veterinary surgeon. He was told by one of 
the Sanitary Committee that this gentleman did not get 
the post, becanse they thought if he could not make more 
than that he would not be worth much to them. It was 
clear'this gentleman was far more fitted for the position 
than any farmer or butcher they might appoint ; or evel! 
the stone-mason to whom Mr. Somers had alluded. If 
veterinary surgeonscould only get fair play, and not have 
to deal with ignorance and red-tapeism, they would be 
much better off, and much valuable food would be saved. 
Reference had been made to the inspection on the Conti- 
nent, but it was quite clear that certain things we sent to: 
the Continent came back to us in another form. 
(Laughter). A 

Mr. Lopes with Mr. Somers that the inspection 
of meat ought to be in the hands of veterinary surgeon’ 
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One difficulty they had with regard to giving evidence in 
these cases was that the summons was worded “ Unsound 
and unfit for human food.’ Now, it might be that the 
flesh was not of the best quality, but though in their 
opinions it might not be diseased or bad, they could not 


‘pronounce it perfectly sound. It was no use, under such 


circumstances, for the'veterinary surgeon to say the meat 
was fit for human food. They must say whether it was 
sound or unsound. If they said they could not declare 
the meat sound but still they considered it quite fit for 
human food, the magistrates would not take the answer. 
It was difficult to say when certain things were or were 


not fit for food. Let them take game for instance that |’ 


had been hanging for some time, no veterinary surgeon 
could say such game was sound, but probably few magis- 
trates could be found to say such game was not fit for 
food. (Hear, wee 

Mr. Carter :— What do you define as sound ! 

Mr. Lover :—When we find no disease or bruising. In 
cases where the carcase has been knocked about it may not 
be souxd, but still [should not consider it unfit for food. 

Mr. ToorE remembered a case in which he certified 
that the carcase of a beast, that had suffered for about 
twenty minutes from parturient apoplexy, and had been 
slaughtered, was fit for food. He was asked, did he con- 
sider the carcase sound, and answered that he considered 
the animal was sound in the sense that it was fit for food. 
He was then asked, did he consider generally that the 
carcase of any animal which had suffered from disease 
was sound, and he answered “no.” The solicitor for the 
prosecution then said he (Mr. Toope) admitted the con- 
tention of the prosecution, and claimed that the case had 
been made out. He (Mr. Toope) denied this, and the 
magistrates he was glad to say ultimately took the common 
sense view that in twenty minutes suffering from disease 
the carcase could not have become unfit for food, and dis- 
missed the case. 

Mr. Mason said unfortunately there was another word 
in the summons and that was “ unwholesome.”’ If they 
tried to fence with a solicitor he sometimes read the sec- 
tion, and said “ What about unwholesomeness.”’ It was 
difficult sometimes to explain their meaning in giving 
evidence. He thought the time was not far distan; when 
the veterinary inspector of cowsheds and dairies would 
also be the Veterinary Medical Officer of Health. This 
would probably come about in the large towns, and he 
did not see why it should not obtain in the districts. The 
question of tuberculosis was vot half thrashed out. They 
got these cases in all stages, but he thought they must 
admit if tuberculosis existed anywhere, it must be general 
all over the system. If it could not be discovered 
with the naked eye, a careful search would prove it to be 
there. In these cases they must give the poor people 
who would buy the meat the benefit of the doubt, and 
destroy the carcase. 

Mr. Longe detailed a case in which a quantity of meat 
exposed for sale had been seized by the meat inspector. 
At the man’s request he examined the meat, and unhesi- 
tatingly pronounced it good and wholesome. The Medical 
Officer appeared to know little about the matter, but 
ultimately the meat was removed by the authorities to 
whence it came, and the butcher was awarded £5 com- 
pontce for the trouble he had been put to. (Hear, 

ear.) 

On the motion of the chairman, seconded by Mr. 
Carter, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Somers for his excellent paper, and the proceedings ter- 
Mminated. 


— 


The American alligator, like the American buffalo, is 
ely soon to become extinct. The slaughter of tlie reptile 
its hide has been so great that it will be ouly a few 
ears before the lonely lagoon of Florida will have Jost its 
survivor. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


At the Levee held on May [2th Colonel J. 
I), Lambert C.B., Director General Army Veteri- 
nary Department attended and presented the under- 
mentioned officers, viz : 

Vety-Lieuts: F. Joslen, C. E, Nuthall, T. 
Marriott, E. J, Lawson, A. G. Seath, E. E. Martin 


The Annual Dinner of the officers of the Army 
Veterinary Department will be held at the White- 
hall Room, Hotel Metropole, on Friday June 17th. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ACTINOMYKOSIS. 


By J. G. Ruruerrorp, V. 


Within the last decade vast strides have been 
made hy scientists in the general knowledge and 
more certain diagnosis of contagious diseases both in 
man and in the lower animals. The modern and 
greatly improved microscopes now in use have 
opened up wide fields hitherto quite unknown, or at 
best. but very imperfectly explored, while the 
secrets of germ life and propagation in many in- 
stances unthought of, and in others suspected, but 
not proven, have, by the same means, been laid bare 
to the patiently searching eyes of such men as 
Pasteur, Koch. Virchow, Ponfick, Nocard and 
others. The complete unheaval of old established 
ideas and time honored theories thus brought about 
has given rise to a vast amount of discussion and 
dissention amongst the members of the medical pro- 
fession, some strongly combatting the new discover- 
ies, others rushing to the opposite extreme and de- 
tecting microscopic perils everywhere and in every- 
thing. The latter class appear to be exceptionally 
numerous among the disciples of A’sculapius on this 
continent, and to such an extent has this exaggera- 
tion of the dangers of germ life been carried by our 
neighbours to the south that the startling discover- 
ies of American bacteriologists do not now receive a 
very great deal of attention from the more cautious 
and painstaking investigators across the Atlantic 
That this is the case. the following quotation froma 
recent issue of The Veterivary Record. a well-known 
and ably conducted professional weekly, will clearly 
show :— 

“ Bacteriology is in its infancy—it counts its experts 
by tens but its pretenders by hundreds. Hardly a disease 
exists in which some imaginative person has not dis. 
covered a specific causal organisin, and the guileless prac- 
titioners accept their statements, as though picking out 
a bacillus was as easy as sorting out papers from a basket. 
There is only one safe rule in bacteriology-—never to 
believe any new discovery until it has been verified by 
other workers—and not even then, unless the corro- 
borating bacteriologist is a member of a school or clique 
opposed to that of the original discoverer, When a 
French bacteriologist of repute corroborates the work of 


$293 = 


=F 


= 


=> 


| 
i} 
Hit 
| — thik 
We 
| 
| | 
| 
NE 
4 
4 if 
hd 
tt | 
iw 
1 
i} 
ah 
wig 
l a 
n 
| 


~ 


624 THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


May 21, 1892 


a German, we may accept it as probably correct, and when 
any continental worker approves the discovery of a 
Briton, it is probable that not much error exists. As to 
American bacteriologists, a respectful doubt may always 
be entertained.” 


In regard to no disease has the tendency to create 
alarm, on the part of American germ hunters, been 
more fully exemplified than in the case of the 
malady now known as actinomykosis or “ lumpy 
jaw.” The true cause of this disease, which was 
formerly confounded with other maladies and known 
to the veterinary profession by various names, 
according to the different situations in which its 
developments took place was first brought promin- 
ently before the English speaking public by Dr. 
George Fleming, F.R.C.V.S., nearly ten years ago. 
He demonstrated satisfactorily from the researches 
of continental bacteriologists, supported by investi- 
gations conducted at the Brown Institution, that 
the invariable cause of the malady was a vegetable 
fungus of a similar nature to the common mould 
affecting preserves, leather, &c., and he also corro- 
borated the hypothesis that it was possible to trans- 
al the infection from one animal to another. He 

ikewise showed that, while no really authentic in- 
stances of accidental inoculation were then on re- 
cord, the disease, though rare. was not unknown in 
the human species, and common sense of course 
points directly to the conclusion that the chance 
transmission of the germ is quite within the range 
of possibility. Great interest in actinomykosis has 
since developed in the United States, and the diag- 
nosis of the malady having been verified. steps 
have been taken to prevent the utilization as human 
food of the carcases of affected cattle In 1890, as 
the result of.a report from State Veterinarian Case- 
well and Messrs, Scott Williams and Page, his assis- 
tants, the State Board of Live Stock Commissioners 
of Illinois ordered the destruction and boiling down 
of the carcases of over one hundred cattle, which 
were being ted on distillery refuse at Peoria. The 
Whiskey Trust, throagh their President, Mr. J. B. 
Greenhut, instituted proceedings against the com- 
missioners for the purpose of recovering the beef 
value of these animals, and the trial tovk place in 
Peoria in November last. The professi»nal evidence 
was, as is too frequently the case, of a very conflict- 
ing character, and the jury, after being out two 
days, failed to agree and were discharged—a new 
trial being the prebable result. The question was, 
however, fairly well thrashed out, the transmissa- 
bility of the disease being admitted by all the 
scientists worthy of the name who appeared in the 
witness-box, and by the submitted reports and 
affidavits of prominent veterinarians and medical 
men who were not present in person. ‘The principal 
point at issue was the degree of danger atteudant 
upon the consumption of the meat, as the risk aris- 
ing from the co-habitation of affected cattle did not, 
under the circumstances, enter largely into the 
evidence. Many of the most capable veterinary 
surgeons in the United States appear to be of opinion 
that the use as human food of any portion of the 


others, admitting the possibility of transmission, 
think that the risk is slight and has been greatly 
exaggerated. It would be out of place, perbaps, in 
an article of this nature to go into the reasons which 
these gentlemen adduce for their conflicting 
Opinions. All, of any status, agree that the disease 
is due to a fungus whose natural habitat is veyeta- 
tion. and which is capable of transplantation to 
avimals and thence to other animals, including man. 
Theoretically those who advocate the total destruc. 
tion, or at least the thorough cooking under govern- 
ment supervision of the carcases, are doubtless cor- 
rect. but from a practical and utilitarian poivt of 
view, and taking into due consideration the opinions 
of the more conservative and better trained bacterio- 
logists of Europe, it would almost seem advisable to 
hasten more slowly. At the International Congress 
of Hygiene and Demography held in London, 
England, last August. Professor Crookshank, whose 
reputation as a bacteriologist is world wide, read a 
paper on actinomykosis, in which he used the follow- 
ing language :— 

“ With regard to the disease being dangerously con- 
tagious, I am of opinion that the disease is very rarely, 
if ever, the result of direct infection from cow to cow, or 
from cowto man. * * * There is reason for sup- 
posing that man and animals derive the disease from a 
source in common, and there is a strong suspicion attached 
to cereals.” 

The Professor recommended that the Royal Com- 
mission now investigating tuberculosis should also 
devote its attention to actimonykosis. Dr. Poniick, 
one of the greatest and most experienced of German 
bacteriologists, and who was one of the first to re- 
cognise and write upon the true nature of the malady, 
agreed with the remarks of Professor Crookshanks, 
and closed by saying :— 

“It is probable that in man and animals the source is 
the same, and that it does not spread directly from man 
to animals or vice versa.” 

Professor Nocard, the great French scientist, than 
whom no higher authority on such matters Is any- 
where acknowledged. after calling the attention of 
the congress to the fact that in certain districts the 
disease is far more prevalent than in others, 
said :— 

“ With us the disease generally remains in an isolated 
form, and one never sees it transmitted to those in the 
neighbourhood of the sick. Yet these patients are for hy 
long time—often for years—in intimate association wit 
other people. As long as the growth does not, by its size 
or by the destruction of the molar teeth, make vaene-f 
tion impossible, the sufferer remains strong, eats well, 
puts on flesh, works, and in the case of a woman, 08 
duces as much milk as other women. * * * * a 
I repeat, in France we never see cases 9 bd 
contagion or infection. How then does the a : 
spread ? Undoubtedly- in certain food stuffs. 
accurate observations go to prove that in certain distric 


the pasture is infected with the germs of the parasite ; 


ber 
this is shown by a recent outbreak, where a large num" 
of wolves and a were all attacked simultaneously +p 
the different forms of the disease. Tn such a — bey 
this man can also be infected if he eats green to 


cooked. The question of man infecting animals, . 


meat of an animal affected, even in the shghtest 
degree, is fraught with very great danger, while 


i n 
animals affecting man, does not seem to me to arise. 
some places a pba panic will prevail, under whose 
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influence the infected beasts are tracked out, slaughter- 
ed, and the sale of their flesh for food prohibited. This 
is not only a wasteful proceeding but auseless one. The 
pasture still remains infected. In my opinion it is 
towards the biology of the parasite that the hygienist’s 


- efforts should be directed, that some rational and efficient 


method of prophylaxis might be arrived at.”’ 
Dr. Janov, of Moscow, said :— 


“ Actinomykosis is a widespread disease. In discharge 
of my duties as chief inspector of the Moscow meat mar- 
ket, I have seen over 2,000 infected animals in the last 
two years, and the result of this experience is that I con- 
clude actinomykosis to be a non-malignant, non- 
= disease, localised in the body of the infected 
animal.” 


Dr. Salmon, Chief of the Bureau of Animal Indus- 
try at Washington, D.C., remarked that— 


scientitic medical training in exvess of his natural 
abilities. Why the authorities did not entrust the 
matter to Professor Smith, of the Ontario Veterinary 
College, we are unable to say. He certainly would have 
produced a better report.” 

It may interest these latter day agitators to know 
that actimonykosis was carefully investigated by a 
_leading veterinarian of Manitoba, under government 
| auspices, Over seven years ago. No action was then 
deemed advisable, and until the giants of the 
scientific world, whose busy brains are still wrest- 
| ling with the question, arrive at a definite conclu- 

sion, the Manituban had better consult his personal 


| 
| 


safety and keep his mind easy by simply avoiding 


_underdone beef.—The Nor’- West Farmer ( Manitoba). 


| 


“ The statements in regard to the prevalence and con- 
tagiousness of actimonykosis in the United States had 
been greatly exaggerated, because of the financial | 
interests involved, and the rivalry between state and city 


COCAINE, 


inspectors of meats. Conclusions drawn for such state- (ocaine is an alkaloid obtained from the dried 


_ ments are liable to be very far from the truth, * * *) 
_ Doubtless we have gone to extremes, for it is difficult to 


draw a definite line between cases so severe as to make 
condemnation necessary, and those which are so mild as 
not to injure the flesh in the least.” 

When the evidence of such men as Ponfick, No- 
card, Crookshank and Jauov, a German. a French- 
man, a Briton and a Russian, be it remembered. is 
weighed in the balance against that of the perhaps 
more enterprising but less thoroughly grounded 
microscopists of America, it afforas good reason for 
caution in the classification of this disease. ‘The 
carcase of an animal whose whole system was impreg- 
nated with the germs of actimonykosis would doubt- 
less be neither a safe nor inviting article of diet, 
but when the disease is localised about the head. as 
is usually the case in any animal at all fit for beef, 
it does not appear that any great harm would be 
likely tu result from the use of the flesh, especially 
if thoroughly cooked. Very few people in any 


country die of actimonykosis, and there is no recurd— 
to my knowledge. of a singie case affecting the 
human family in Manitoba, su it does not appear to 
be as dangerous as recent issues of the daily papers’ 
would have us believe. if the gentlemen who are. 


sv much alarmed lest this malady of ‘ big head” 


superfluous energy to an agitation having for its 
object the prevention of the sale of meat and milk 
from tuberculous cattle, they would be wrestling 
with a more real and serious danger, and at the same 
time gaining knowledge and experience along the 
line of bovine ailments. Even the eastern microbe- 
monger, whose poly-syllabic opinions appear tu carry 
80 much weight, would do well to improve his prac- 
tical knowledge before promulgating vriginal 
theories on veterinary subjects. An English veter- 
inary perivdical recently criticised a laborious pro- 
duction of this gentleman in the following 
words :— 

“We regret to say that Ontario must be shockingly | 
destitute of men fitted to report on the diseases of animals | 
if this is a fair specimen of what they can do. It is badly | 
Written in pedantic English, and bears the stamp of a— 
man who knows little of animals, but who has had a 


leaves of the Erythroxylon Coca, a shrubby plant, 
indigenous to the mountains of Peru and Bolivia. 
| The several parts of the plant, the cocaine prepared 
from it, and the hydrochlorate of cocaine, which, on 
| account of its solubility, is preferable to the alkaloid, 
have notable effect in checking tissue waste. The 
| South American Indians, on long marches, not only 
chew the leaves, but give them to their horses, with 
the effect of diminishing thirst, hunger, and sense of 
fatigue. 
| The hydrochlorate of cocaine is now largely used 
‘in medicine. It is a local anwsthetic and pain 
reliever, in virtue of its paralysing sensory nerves. 
It is also antiseptic | Small to moderate doses are 
‘stimulant and tonic, and, as above remarked, 
‘diminish metabolism. But although topically 
anesthetic and anodyne, large doses swallowed or 
‘injected subcutaneously paralyse the central nerve 
centres, impair co-ordination, causing aimless gyrat- 
ing movements, muscular spasms, and death from res- 
piratory failure. Solutions of 4 to 10 per cent. applied 
to a mucous surface within one minute cause pallor 
and contraction, and two or three minutes later local 
anesthesia lasting ten minutes. A few drops of a 
5 per cent. solution placed within the eyelids 


junctiv d iris, and dilate the 
should carry us all off, would devote for a time their | a Se epee oS 


upil. This dilatation is more notable in men and 
ia than in horses and cattle (Frohner). | When 
swallowed, it slightly stimulates the stomach. — It 
diminishes the sensations of hunger and thirst. 
Fuller or repeated doses quicken circulation, increase 
blood pressure. breathing aud temperature, and 
heighten reflex irritability. Still larger doses —_— 
trembling and timidity, impair 
equilibrium, animals cannot walk straight, ce 
muscular trembling and rotatory convulsions, ca 
die from paralysis of respiration. It is —— 
by the kidneys ; does not appear, however, to a od 
the proportion of the urinary constituents, but exerts 
antiseptic effects on the urine and other a 

Horses receiving 60 grains injected 
or about ‘005 grammes per kilogramme of body 
weight, are reported by Frohner to be — paw 
with the fore feet, neigh, exhibit timidity and ex- 
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citement, the pulse rises to 90-96, temperature is 
increased, salivation occurs. the bowels are frequently 
moved. and the pupil dilated. After fifty minutes 
the animal is in a state of frenzied excitement, with 
greatly augmented reflex activity. Two hours 
elapse before these effects disappear. In cows, 
like effects were produced by hypodermic injection 
of similar doses. One drachm is stated to have 
produced excitement bordering on madness, and con- 
tinuing for four hours, but gradually passing off, 
and leaving no injurious effects. 

In dogs, doses consisting of ‘015 to -02 grammes 
per kilogramme of live weight produced psychical 
excitement. muscular spasms, rhythmical contrac. 
tions of the skeletal muscles, tetanic and clonic 
spasms, epileptic fits, rolling, loss of co-ordination, 
and dyspuwa. The spasms and more prominent 
symptoms do not, however, occur when potassium 
bromide, ether, or amyl-nitrite have previously been 
given. Large doses paralyse the central nervous 
system, implicating first the brain, then the corpora 
quadrigemina, the spinal cord, an lastly, the 
medulla. 

Cocaine hydrochlorate is a convenient and effectual 
local anesthetic, and its cust alone prevents its more 
extensive use in veterinary practice. Its effects are 
confined to the skin or mucous surfaces moistened 
with it, are more easily regulated than those of 
ether spray, are unaccompanied by pain, and may be 
kept up for considerable periods without injuriously 
affecting the nutrition of the parts. Anesthesia 
may be produced within five minutes, and when in- 
sensibility is secured, it usually continues from 
twenty to thirty minutes. Twenty minims of a 4 
or 5 per cent. solution dropped intu the eye within 
ten minutes diminishes sensibility.so that a thorough 
examination can be made of the organ, the irri- 
tability and pain of conjunctivitis, iritis, and ulcera- 
tions of the cornea are abated, chaff or uther foreign 
bodies ew)««ded in the cornea are removed, warts 
can be excised, torn lids stitched, or other injuries 
of the eye painlessly treated. Indeed. after several 
applications of the cocaine solution, the eyeball of 
the horse has been removed, apparently without 
suffering, and without the necessity of casting 
the patient. In examinations and operations in 
connection with the larynx, cocaine is equally ser- 
viceable, and for such cases a 10 to 20 per cent. 
solution is generally used. Applied to the skin 
along the course of the plantar nerves, and still more 
effectively when injected subcutaneously, it abolishes 
sensibility sufficiently for the painless performance 
of neurotomy on most horses without casting them. 
Mr. Richard Rutherford, Edinburgh, finds that after 
closely clipping and shaving the hair, half an ounce 
of a 2U per cent. solution in fifteen or twenty 
minutes anestheses the limbs even of irritable horses 
sufficiently for the performance of firing without 
casting, and for the painless insertion of setons in 
lameness of the back tendons and hock. It is ser- 
viceable in the opening of abscesses, the removal of 
tumours, and various operations on the uterus, 
vagina, and rectum. Subcutaneously injected. it has 
been used to allay rheumatic and other irritative 
pain.—The North British Agriculturist. 


IMPORTANT SHEEP SCAB CASE. 


In the Supreme Court of Judicature on Wednesday, 
Court of Appeal I., their Lordships—the Master of the 
Rolls and Lords Justices Lindley and Kay, had before 
them in this case an application on behalf of the defen- 
dants for judgment or a new trial or appeal from the 
verdict and judgment, dated March 8th, at the trial be- 
fore Mr. Justice Lawrence and a special jury at Lin- 
coln. 

Mr. Graham, in opening the appeal, said that at the 
trial a verdict was found for the plaintiff for £60, and he 
appealed against it and asked for judgment on the ground 
that there was no evidence, or for a new trial on the 

und that the verdict was against the weight of evi- 

ence. 

The action was founded first on a warranty that cer- 
tain sheep that were sold at a sale by auction were 
healthy, and secondly. on alleged fraudulent representa- 
tion by the defendant that they were healthy when he 
knew they were tainted with a disease called scab. 

Mr. Addy was the owner of a farm of about three 
huudred acres, which he had occupied for a good many 
years. He had lived in the neighbourhood all his life, 
and his character was perfectly well known. He was 
giving up the farm, and the sale was placed in the hands 
of Messrs. Fox and Vergette, well-known auctioneers of 
Peterborough, who issued a catalogue. At the bottom of 
the catalogue was a statement that the sheep were very 
healthy, and the beastin good condition. 

The Master of the Rolls: It was a representation at 
least ; whether it was a warranty or not is a question. He 
would put in the adjective too. 

Mr. Graham said the scab was caused by a very 
minute parasite, which could only be detected by a 


microscope. 

The Master of the Rolls: Do you mean to say farmers 
cannot tell whether their sheep have the scab without a 
microscope ? 

Mr. Graham said not at first. Scab was very infec- 
tious. It was not until after some of these minute para- 
sites had been on the sheep for three weeks that their 
presence would be apparent. The parasites bored into 
the skin, laid their eggs, and then rapidly multiplied ; the 
sheep rubbed themselves, and then came the scab. As 
soon as that took place it was very apparent, because the 
sheep pulled their wool about. The sheep in question 
were seen some time before the sale by the auctioneer, 
and by the incoming tenant and his valuer, but —s 
suspicious was noticed. There were over six hun 
sheep, which were so penned that they could be 
thoroughly examined. There was admittedly a very 
large attendance at the sale, and thirty ur forty dealers 
were present. If there were anything suspicious it would 
have been noised about the sale at once. No one who 
attended the sale had any suspicion that these sheep were 
affected with scab, which was not known to the defendant 
for a month after the sale. ; 

Lord Justice Kay: Did more than one lot become 1n- 
fected afterwards ? 

Mr. Graham said many of them did. P 

Lord Justice Kay: They must have had the germs 0 
it at the time of the sale. If only one lot had it, you 
might say they contracted it afterwards. nt 

Mr. Graham said that the incoming tenant boug 
two lots and put them into the field where the others 
had been. None of his sheep had it. He (Mr. none 
suggested that there was a possibility that some 0 ho 
dealers and drovers that were handling the sheep at 
sale might have communicated it to them, but there w: 


no evidence of that, and he could not say that the jury 
were not justified in saying the sheep had the germs at 
the time of the sale. 
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The Master of the Rolls pointed out that there was the | 
evidence of a veterinary surgeon that the sheep had been | interfere with this verdict on either point. Here the 


treated for scab. 


Mr. Graham said that was denied. The defendant | 
denied that he lined the sheep, but said that what hehad | things to be sold. With regard to the sheep alone there 
done was year by year to treat them with the mercurial | 
ointment that was usually used for fly. He submitted to | 


the authorities that, although the catalogue said the 
sheep were healthy, because it also said that they were 
sold with all faults and errors of description, there was 
no warranty. 

Lord Justice Lindley asked if Mr. Graham could 
maintain that the special statement with reference 
to the sheep was over-ridden by the general statement. 

Mr. Buszard, Q.C., who appeared for the respondent, 
pointed out that Mr. Addy had, after the sale, been con- 
victed by the magistrates of having had scab on the farm 
at the time of sale and not notifying it. Against the con- 
viction he had not appealed. 

Mr. Graham said it was a very hard thing that a man 
who had lived an honest life in this neighbourhood should 
have this verdict standing against him. 

The Master of the Rolls: About the fraud. I under- 
stand that the finding was that it was fraudulent repre- 
sentation. 

Mr. Buszard: Yes, there is not the slightest doubt 
about it. The jury came back, and said in answer to 
two questions there was a warranty, and there was a 
false representation. Thereupon the Judge explained to 
them that the representation must not only have been 
untrue, but untrue tu his knowledge, and asked them if 
they meant that? The jury then said, “ Yes, we think 
he knew the sheep had scab. The second finding was 
most distinct, and was made specific at my friend’s re- 


The Master of the Rolis was of opinion they could not 


sale took place upon two documents. One contained the 
conditions of the sale, the other the description of the 


was this statement, “ The sheep are very healthy.” That, 
taken with the condition that the lots were to be taken 


at the fall of the hammer at the purchaser’s own risk, 


would mean that any errors in respect of the sale other 
than that the sheep were healthy were not to invalidate 


the sale. There was undoubtedly a breach of warranty. 
Then it did touch one rather to hear that a man who had 


been a farmer for twenty-five years and apparently of re- 
spectable character would have been found guilty of 
fraud, and one never liked to pass that unless one felt 


quite safe. When they heard the evidence given in this 


case, and looked at the last fact put forward, namely, the 
quantity of ointment purchased, which was said would 


not have been used for fly, but must have been used for 


scab, it could not have been said the jury had no evidence 
upon which to find the verdict they had. Then the case 
was tried by a special jury, the greater part of whom were 


farmers, whose sheep had not been put in any danger 


from scab, and he (the Master of the Rolls) could not see 
any reason to suppose they were not impartial. They 
were the best people to appreciate the evidence. They 
found that the defendant sold his sheep under the cir- 


‘cumstances which had been described--that he would 


have been inconvenienced if he had not sold them. He 
(Lord Esher) was sorry to say the evidence was very 
strong that after twenty-five years this farmer had yield- 


ed to the temptation. The appeal would be dismissed 


quest. Then I say there never could be a better tri- | 


bunal to try a case of this sort than the tribunal it came 
before. 


The Master of the Rolls: They say the contrary. They | 


say the farmers were frightened because the disease had 
spread through the county. 

Mr. Buszard: It is a tribunal they invited themselves. 
We wanted to try the case in the County Court, but they 
insisted upon having it tried before the judge and a 
special jury. The special jury was a jury that was 
evidently fair. Both the parties to the case were 
farmers, and the whole of the jury with two exceptions 
were farmers from the part of the county that was the 
least affected. The jury took the case out of our hands 
about the lining and greasing, and conducted the exam- 
ination of some of the witnesses themselves. It was most 
important to the defendant to get rid of the sheep, and 
ray the fact of their having the scab in the dark because 
he had let the farm. 

Pans Master of the Rolls: He could have killed the 
eep. 
Mr. Buszard: Yes, but they were not fat. 

The Master of the Rolls: What evidence do you rely 
upon ? 

Mr. Buszard : The veterinary surgeon, Mr. Robinson, 
who said distinctly the scab was upon the sheep on the 
3lst of May, and who had been threatened by a man 
whom we thought was an agent, but certainly was a 
friend of the defendant’s, with a writ. It is imconceiva- 
ble that a farmer who lived on the farm should not have 
known about the scab on the 3lst May. Then I rely 
upon the veterinary surgeon Mr. Mackinder, another gen- 
tleman uf great repute ; Mr. Holmes, another most ex- 
Perienced surgeon ; and Mr. Brooks, who stated that the 
sheep were lined at a most unusual period of the year. It 
was also shown that the defendant had bought an enor- 
mous quantity of vintment, and this gentleman had 
allowed himself to be convicted by eight magistrates and 
never made an effurt to set that conviction aside, the only 
Treason he gave being the expense. 


with costs. 
Lords Justices Lindley and Kay concurred, 


ORME. 
STATEMENT BY “ PRorFEssoR” LOEFFLER. 


Tov the Editor of the meme 

Sir—As my name has been freely mentioned in con- 
uection with what is known as the “Orme mystery,” 
may | be allowed to occupy a little of your space to ex- 
plain to the public what | have had to do with the case, 
and to state the conclusions at which I have arrived / 
On April 22nd, I caught the 12.25 train, and meant to 
arrive in Kingsclere that evening. But having broken 
one of my instruments, which I might possibly want, I 


stopped in London to get it mended, and did not get to 


Kingsclere till Saturday, April 23, about eleven o’clock. 
I went straight to the hotise. “Oh, Father, they have 
just been blistering Orme’s throat. Id better go and 
have them wash it off.’ [ remarked, “ That will make 
no difference to me, Mr. Porter, in examining his mouth.” 
“ Oh, no, go and have them wash it off. He’ll be ready for 
you in a few minutes,” said Mr. Porter. [arrived in Orme’s 
box. I found the teeth of Orme (back teeth, I mean) per- 
fectly natural, the same as most three year olds at this 
time of the year. te had lost six of his teeth that served 
to masticate his food last year, and had replaced them by 
permanent molars. Two were still hanging by the flesh, 
but these would come away, in their natural course, in 
about three weeks’ time. 

In examining Orme’s front teeth | was surprised to 
tind the smell of a carious tooth (with which L am well 
acquainted, and an unmistakeable smell it is, quite 
different from anything it has ever been my lot to inhale) 
hang to my fingers. I at once told Mr. Porter I had my 
suspicion that Orme possessed a disease | tooth, but was 
not sure yet. Examining every tooth in front with my 
finger and thumb, I got to the right one, and was sur- 
prised | could move it, although it showed no outward 
sign of being loose. Running the nails of my forefinger 
and thumb down into the flesh | was almost positive that 


“32 


= 
| 
bee 
omy 
| 
ran 
4 
| | 


628 THE VETERINARY RECORL. 


May 21, 1892 


my suspicion was correct. The horse, whilst permitting 
me to do what I pleased with his other teeth, could not 
bear me to touch that one. I made two attempts to 
remove this loose piece, but seeing that I had broken the 
horse’s confidence, I thought I had better leave off and 
start afresh at five o’clock stable time. While at lunch 
at Park House, Mr. Williams, sen., arrived and we sat at the 
same table. Not-a word was spoken about Orme. After 
lunch, I said “ Will you come, Mr. Williams and see 
Orme!” We'll see you again later on, Mr. Liffier.’’ 
I had a stroll through the gardens to kill time till 
five o’clock. Imet Mr, Williams in the road, driving to 
catch the train to London. He stopped the trap, got 
out, took Porter, jun. (who was in my company) on one 
side, and had a conversation. Conversation finished, he 
crossed to me, shook hands and wished me good-bye. I 
thought it very strange that I should not be asked to re- 
move this loose piece in Mr. William’s company, and 
ror to him that the horse had a diseased tooth in his 


At five o’clock in the afternoon, when I got in from my 
walk, I received word—“ You had better go and see Orme 
at once, as we want to blister his throat.” I learnt 
before that (it is unnecessary to say from whom) 
the opinion of Mr. Williams was that the horse was 
suffering from sore throat. I entered the box alone, 
closing the door behind me, so that Orme’s attention 
might be concentrated on myself, but I was unsuccessful 
in my attempt. Orme did not exactly object to my 
presence, but was bathing his jaw in a pail of water which 
stood in the corner. I thought this rather singular, but 
being accustomed to eccentricity in horses, took no par- 
ticular notice of it. I had to put my hand down to the 
bottom of the pail to lift his head out of it. Orme has 
naturally a large tongue, but it appeared to me in the 
morning to be temporarily paralysed. For instance, 
when I took hold of it, the tongue seemed quite helpless, 
the horse being only with difficulty able to move it. This 
convinced me that the peculiar saliva, resembling the 
white of an egy, was caused by loss of the free use of the 
tongue, which I alway find in horses who, through injury, 
lose the free use of it. Weing convinced that Orme’s 
was not injured, what could possible be the cause of the 
symptoms. My curiosity now caused me again to run 
my hand to the rear of his mouth, farther back than his 
last molars, wheu | was surprised to find the back part of 
the tongue considerably more swollen, and as hot as pos- 
sible. “Hallo! what can that be? Why, here, the flesh 
of the lower jaw that encircled the molar teeth is nearly 
a quarter or half an inch swollen since this morning. 
This horse is suffering from face-ache or neuralgia, the 
the same asa human being. Sore throat! oh! He is 
nut coughing, there is nothing running from his nose! 
Can it be possible that Mr. Williams has been led astray. 
I really wish he was here. What can I do? Nothing, 
except to positively tell them that the horse had the face- 
ache and nothing else.” 

Now for this diseased tooth. To remove this loose 
piece was ouly the work of an instant. And a whiff— 
not of Eau-de-Cologne, but I won’t say what. Things 
were as simple to me as that 2 and 2 are 4; but what 
could possibly produce that fever at the back part of his 
tongue. I did not know then, but | know positively 
now. 

With this piece of tooth in my hand I went straight to 
the house, and asked for Mr. Porter. (Oh, I forgot to 
say that I let about half of the boys in the yard have a 
noe sniff at it.) Isaw Mr. Porter, and averred that I had 

iscovered the whole and sole cause of the trouble. 

But now for the solution of the Orme mystery. Do 
you know, reader, what blistering a horse’s throat means, 
and how the operation is performed? As a general rule 
mustard and vinegar are used, and these are applied all 
along the windpipe or the gullet, and half way down the 


middle of the bottom jaw. Thus the blister is brought 
into the closest possible contact (externally) with the 
roots of the horse’s tongue. I have already mentioned 
that on my arrival at Kingsclere on Saturday, April 23, 
I was informed that Orme had just been blistered. 
Before I saw the colt the blister was washed off, and the 
part where it had been rubbed dry. On consideration I 
now know what produced the exceptional heat I felt at 
five o’clock in the afternoon at the back of the colt’s 
tongue. The blister applied in the morning had already 
taken effect. Fire had been added to fire. At five- 
thirty, or thereabouts, another blister was applied to the 
lower part of the jaw, and this repeated blistering, in my 
opinion, wndoubtedly caused the swelling of the tongue 
and the other alarming symptoms noticed on Sunday, 
April 24. 

Now, it may be asked why the decayed tooth never 
interfered with Orme during his two-year-old career, or 
indeed up to a day or two before I visited Kingsclere. 
My answer to that is that the piece I removed had up to 
a few days before I saw the colt kept the diseased part 
hermetically sealed, preventing the intrusion of cold air 
or water. 

I am sorry to observe that his Grace the Duke of 
Westminster has thrown doubt upon my statement that 
Orme possesses a diseased tooth. Now, my reputation 
as a horse dentist is at stake on this matter. I most 
stoutly affirm that Orme has a diseased tooth, and will 
retain it for years to come. Furthermore, I declare that 
Orme will be liable to a recurrence of face-ache and neu- 
ralgia. Were the opportunity afforded to me I could 
easily demonstrate to his Grace, or to anybody else that 
was sceptical on the point, that what I say is strictly 
and indisputably true. At any time I would extract a 
portion of the diseased matter and submit it to the Duke 
of Westminster. Will his Grace give me fair play? 

Yours, &c., 
Henry Lerrier, Horse Dentist. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
POSITION OF RETIRED VETERINARY 
OFFICERS. 
Srr, 
Referring to the remarks in your pages last week under 
heading Army Veterinary Department, may I point out 
that Officers of the Veterinary Department have always 
been acknowledged as bearing rank varying according to 
their service, and have been permitted to wear the — 
distinguishing gradations from Lieutenant to Colonel ; 
in some instances a complimentary step of rank have 
been accorded on retirement. , 
Provided retired officers scrupulously prefix the whole 
word ‘ Veterinary,’ there is no assumption of title in 


announcing their rank, bat an honest and modest asser- 


tion of a true and not “ridiculously false position.” 
Yours, etc., 
EquitEs. 


Communications, Booxs, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
T. H. Merrick, A. G.-Seath, Equites,” 
Lancet,” ‘The Peterborough and Huntingdon Standarc. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side ca of the paper, and authenticated by the pone and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publicatio aS 

We shall be obliged by early intelligence = 3 , 7 
worth bringing under the notice of the pro 
thankful to any friends who may send us cutting 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 
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